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|. Executive Summary

The mgor activity conducted this quarter was Project Citizen nationd show case or findsfor
All-Russan Action “I am a Citizen of Russia.” Projects from 64 out of 88 Russan regions were
recaived by PC Organizing Committee. Those projects represented best work done by roughly
about 150,000 Russan school students.

Twenty best projects were selected to participate in the nationa show case. 19 of those 20 teams
with atotd of 100 students came to Voronezh for the time period of June 23 through Jduly 2. All
projects were presented to students, teachers, administrators, education authorities from
Voronezh Regiond Educeation Dept. and from Federa Ministry of Education, our partners from
the USAID.

After projects presentation student were involved in a“Megaproject.” All sudents split into two
big groups and developed two projects that were equally important for al places where they
came from

A workshop was conducted for teachers who came for the nationa show case with students. And
abig press-conference was conducted for pressand TV.

Uchiteskgja Gazeta reported on al programmatic events and covered the program’s progressin
detall inits avic education supplement and on its own pages.

Il. Background

The Democratic Values through Civic Education program is an 18-month project starting Nov.
1, 2004 and ending Apr. 30, 2006, linking civic education in the curriculum with community
service as a co-curricular activity in Russa This program aims to meet the overdl god of
srengthening civic education in classrooms and civic engagement between schools and
communities. The Civitas Foundation and itslocd partners, in conjunction with the Center for
Civic Education and the American Federation of Teachers Educationa Foundation, will

implement this project.

The centerpiece of the project isthe | am a Citizen of Russia program, crested in 1999 by the
Samara Center for Civic Education (Samara CCE), in collaboration with its Civitas@Russa
partners. This program was designed as a community-based variation of the American public
policy program, Project Citizen, developed by the Center for Civic Education. Over the granted
18-month period Civitas Foundation and Civitas@Russa partners will expand, deepen, and
sugtain | am a Citizen by: (a) strengthening our exigting ingtitutiona capacity in our Moscow
office; (b) developing offices for regiond coordination in 12 selected regions where staff will be
fully trained in school-community relaionsin genera and in civic education and community
sarvice in particular; (c) beginning to build aresource bank of exemplary strategies, mode
programs, best practices, and scholarly literature in the fields of civic education and community
sarvice, and (d) developing curriculum materias enabling teachers to engage sudentsin civic
education and community service.
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In addition Civitas Foundation and Civitas@Russa partners will design and begin to implement
anaiona dissemination plan that increases the long-term capacity of the partners to disseminate
resource bank information and follow-up press releases and news stories. Second,
Civitas@Russia plans a specid dissemination initiative to pre-service university programs
responsible for the preparation of future generations of teachers. Third, C@R plansto increase
public awareness naiondly and in participating regions of the importance and achievements of
major showcase events and ongoing programs in civic education and community service,
induding | am a Citizen competitions and its nationd showcase. Findly, C@R plansto inform
policy leadersin the Federd Ministry and Dumaand in targeted regiona and city governments
of our research findings and the policy actions suggested by those findings through scheduled
meetings, reports, and press.

lll. Key Results This Period

During the period of March through June 2005 the program Democratic Values Through Civic
Education expanded its operations and the number of participants, and improved methods and
logistics of school sudents socid project work to introduce podtive changes in locd
communitiesin dl 12 participating regions.

Seminarsfor program participants

Thirty-one seminars for 1,638 educators and NGO representatives were conducted in the regions
during the reporting period. With parents participation the total amount of participants reached
amogt 3,000. Seminars were conducted in 10 out of 12 participating regions (excluding
Volgograd and Chelyabinsk oblasts). Seminar participants can be divided into 5 groups.

1) Teachers of history, government and civics. Since school students' socid projects for the
benefit of local communitiesin Russa have traditionally been viewed as a practical component

of civic education, school projects are usudly coordinated by teachers of theoretica civics

courses. During the seminars, teachers directly involved in school socid projects acquire the
knowledge and skills required for designing and implementing them.

2) School directors and deputy directors responsible for upbringing. The Sx-year
experience of socid project work within the framework of Project Citizen shows that school
projects successisto alarge extent contingent on active support by school management. That
support can take various forms, including: financia support (funding purchases of materids for
projects or payment of additiona compensation to teachers who contribute extra hours while
working on socid projects with children); organizationa support (coordinating efforts of various
teachers; adjusting timetables for teachers and students involved in projects; making travel
arrangements for teachers and students traveling to local and regiona compstitions, or sending
|etters to various organizations asking to assst sudentsin their project work on behalf of school
management); and moral support (encouragement of active project participants among students
and teachers). Assistance in socia project work coming from school management helps creste
favorable financid and organizationa conditions for socid project work and contributesto a
good atmosphere in schoal, al of which in turn encourage successful development and
implementation of socia projects.
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3) Social workers and school psychologists. Those are the professonds responsible for
psychologica support and for consulting students in Russian schools. During socid project
work they act as consultants who participate in sudent discussions of the socid Stuationin local
communities and causes of socid problems, and who help identify socidly vulnerable groupsin
need of assstance. School psychologists conduct trainings to develop group work and
communication (including business communication) skills required for interaction with
authorities and loca communities.

4) Extra-curricular teachers. They work with students outsde of the curriculum, both
studying curricular subjects in-depth and doing work outside of the curriculum. Some of those
subjects directly ded with students socid projects in which extra-curriclar teachers can be very
helpful. For example, teachers of journdism help students write articles on loca community
issues to school and loca media, and conduct training seminars to develop interviewing skills, IT
teachers consult children about computer presentation of projects and internet searching; and
teachers of photo and video filming help students shoot their footage for projects. In addition,
centers for extra-curricular education often provide equipment for socid projects (like high-
speed internet, digital cameras, etc., which schools might be lacking).

5) Education administrators. Education administration bodies are responsble for
development of regiond and local concepts of civic education which socid project work is a part
of. Education adminigtration bodies develop guiddines for local and regiond competitions of
socid projects and organize such competitions; they provide financid and logistical assstance to
schoolsinvolved in socid project work and, usudly, they fund school team’ stravel to regiond
and national competition showcases of socid projects; findly, their support often leads to
support by state and locd authorities. Thereforeit is extremely important that education
adminigtrators have a clear understlanding of goals and the concept of socid project work, itsrole
in development of civil society, and of ways in which such work could be supported and
encouraged in schools and extra-curricular education inditutions.

Seminar participants familiarized themsdalves with the concept of school socid project work,

with socia project preparation techniques and methods (based on Project Citizen framework),
with examples of successful socid projects, and received training in problem-solving in socid
project work.

Asareault of the seminars, teachers and administrators acquired a better understanding of the
Project Citizen methodology, and of specifics of organizing didtrict, city and regiond
competitions of projects.

The absolute mgority of seminar evaluations by ther participants were highly positive;

participants noted the importance and vaue of the information received during seminars for
involvement of sudentsin problem-solving at the level of local communities. V.K. Minenko,
teacher of the Y uzhno- Sakhalinsk school #18, said in a newspaper article (Yuzhno-Sakhalinskoye
Segodnya #20, 2005): “The Manud, video and CD contributed by the Samara Center for Civic
Education helped turn the seminar into an excellent training setting to practice the main stages of
social project work with teenagers. As aresult, teachers were able to enthusiagtically tranamit

the knowledge acquired at seminarsto their sudents. And in avery short time our high school
students presented two projects. It was the first competition of socid projectsin our school!” “I
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received enough ingtruction materials and now | can clearly see how one should go about asocid
project,” wrote teacher of the Krasnodar school #14 in her evaluation form. Another participant
in the Sakhain seminar, teacher of the Tikhvin school, M.G. Arsenyeva, said in an interview to
Express newspaper: “If we ourselves master those techniques and raise asocidly involved
generation of young people, the mechanisms of our government might become much more
effective” Inaletter of thanks to organizers of the seminar in the Baturlin didtrict, Voronezh
oblast, head of the district Education Department, V.N. Mescheryakova noted thet they “gave a
boost to teachers creativity and opened up new prospects for development of children’s
collectives and of each child individudly. We believe such seminars help refresh pedagogic
thought and contribute to raisng the future generation as responsible citizens and patriots.”

School projects and competitions of Project Citizen

Seminars conducted during the second quarter were of particular importance as that was the
period when local and regiona competitions of Project Citizen were held and when best projects
were selected for the fifth nationd showcase for | am a Citizen of Russia.

Training seminars for educators lay afoundation for successful preparation of alarge number of
socid projectsin dl of the regions and attracted sgnificant public atention. Regiond
competitionsof Project Citizen socia projects were conducted in al participating regions. In 8
regions (Penza, Volgograd, Tomsk, Ulyanovsk, Kamykia, Astrakhan, Sakhain, and \VVoronezh),
find evduation of projects was made during regiond showcase events where school teams
presented projects in front of jury members. In 4 regions (Altay kray, Chelyabinsk, VVologda,
and Krasnodar) regiona competitions were not showcased; instead, jury members evauated
project portfolios and named winnersin their absence. The latter format was necessitated mostly
by geographic factors and travel difficulties for participants from distant parts of aregion,
especidly in larger or mountainous regions.

By June 30 the tota number of projects prepared from the beginning of grant in participating
regions reached 750 (tentative number reflecting inggnificant discrepanciesin regiond reports,
See urvey summary in Appendix 1).

School socid projects presented at district, city and regiona competitions were directed at

meaking positive changesin the lives of loca communities. The projects could be grouped by

topic as follows (the number in parenthesis represents the % of projects only in the 167 projects

sent for the fina selection process):

1. Projectsamed a improvement of everyday living conditionsin their areas— 30% (25%);

2. Projectsamed a improvement of mord climate in communities, change of values and
atitudes 30% (39%);

3. Projectsto provide assistance to certain groups of people in need of help 20% (19%);

4. Projectsamed at protection of communities from harmful impact (bad ecology, drug use,
addictions, etc.). — 15% (14%)

5. Other projects— 5% (3%)

In view of the clebration of the 60™ anniversary of the victory in World War 11, alarge number
of projects were targeted a commemoration or providing support to veterans (part of topic
number two).
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The project Watch Out for Cars (Erudit Lyceum, Rubtsovsk, Altay kray) was one of the projects
that aspired to improve everyday living conditions in acommunity. Participantsin the project

were successtul in having treffic lanes marked and traffic Sgnsingaled around the lyceum.

The am of the project Let’ s Make the World We' ve Inherited Better, which was prepared by
sudents of the VVolgograd Gymnasium #4, was to improve the mora climate in their community.
The students collected memories of veterans of the 92" sharp-shooting detachment and created a
war hero portrait gallery which was opened in a ceremony on April 27, 2005.

The god of the project Warming Your Hearts designed and implemented by students of the
Aleksandrov-Sakhdin vocationa school #10 was to help veterans. The students visited a
nursng home in the village of Mikhailovka, Sakhdin oblast, and designed a project to support
senior citizensliving there. The students visit the home twice aweek providing assistance,
shoveling snow, staging concerts, and helping veterans write |etters to their families on the
mainland.

The ecologica project School Sudents Protect the Nature (organized by ateam from the
Porosino secondary school, Tomsk oblast) resulted in saving a unique cedar forest in therr village
from extinction. The students managed to get the Digtrict Dumato award the forest astatus of a
“natura preserve of locd sgnificance”

In the mgority of regions, socid project competitions attracted sgnificant atention of date
authorities, local governments, public organizations, and mass media. Indl 12 regions, the
competitions were organized by regiona education authorities (education ministries, and oblast
and kray education departments and adminigtrations). Regiona competitions were judged by
juries comprised of representatives of state authorities and local governments, college and
university professors, scholars, activists of public organizations and business people.
Comments made by socid project participants, loca and regiond jury members of Project
Citizen, and publications in the mass media testify to awarm reception of the project by dl
representatives of loca communities who were in some way involved in socid projects.

“We returned from the competition with alot of postive impressons, good memories and, most
importantly, feding proud for our work,” said students of the Tuzuklel secondary school,
Kamyzyak didrict, Astrakhan oblagt, in their article published in the district newspaper, Mayak
Delty #6, 2005. They dso wrote: “We fed grown up and we have learned alot of useful things.
We would like the project to continue.” Student of the school #18 of Sinegorsk, Sakhalin oblagt,
Oksana Kravchenko, wrote of her and her peers participationin | am a Citizen of Russia:

“ Project Citizen givesits participants a chance to contribute to development and betterment of
their country, and to improvement of lifein their town, village or schoal... It has become

evident to usthat socid projects are an exciting thing, and that they help teenagersto seethe big
and the important in the smal, and to perceive themsdves as citizens of Russa. Having

acquired the sKill of problem-solving a school, we will have an eesier time deding with
difficulties afterwards’ (Newspaper for the youth Ostrov Sokrovisch #7, 2005).

Chief specidigt of the Education Department of the llovlinsky ditrict, Volgograd oblagt, 1.1
Naumova, said in an interview to Donskoi Vestnik: “We see red achievements even at early
stages of project work! In addition, children improve their self-esteem, develop a positive
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attitude towards work and group-working skills. They learn to solve various problems. We
believe that it is a priceess experience for them” (Donskoi Vestnik #3, 2005). “We believe the
competition is of huge importance and plays an extremdy significant part in education of young
citizens. We wish the project further development and we would love to participate in the next
competition,” said agroup of teachers from the school #24 of Shkurinskaya village, Suschevsky
digtrict, Volgograd oblagt, in their evauation forms (the teachers helped their students with the
project Great-grandchildren of the Victory.

“I was invited to participate in the jury of the socid projects competition, and working there I've
come to gppreciate the importance of that work. Now | am a supporter of socia projects. We
have asked dl school project authors to participate in the upcoming first oblast auction of civic
projects. | am convinced they will be supported by the community,” said President of the
Foundation for Support of Civic Initiatives, V.V. Dobrovolsky, at the round table on citizenship
upbringing | Vologda on April 26, 2005.

M eetings, discussions, and round tables
During the second quarter of 2005, participantsin the program Democratic Values Through
Civic Education conducted 125 mestings, discussions, and round tables with atota of 4,583

participants.

Meetings and discussions were devoted to various aspects of introducing Project Citizen in
schools of various regions, to organization and conducting of regional competitions of socid
projects within the framework of Project Citizen, and to selection of best projects for the 5"
nationd showcase of | am a Citizen of Russia.

Discussions and round tables were attended by regiond project coordinators, regiond trainers of
Project Citizen, officidsfrom regiona and municipa education administration bodies, school
managers, teachers coordinating school socid projects, students involved in socid projects,
representatives of public organizations, state authorities, local governments, and business people.

The main tasks of meetings and round tables were as follows:

- Discussion of practica measures to provide logistical and methodological support to
school teams working on socid projects;
Andysisof problems faced by participantsin Project Citizen and proposing solutions,
Attracting public attention to Democratic Values Through Civic Education program and
to socid contribution made by its participants;
Deveopment of measures to amass support for the project from government bodies,
public organizations and business community.

Mestings and round tables resulted in: development of practical recommendationsfor socia
project work that were distributed among participantsin Project Citizen; preparation of
guidelines for local and regiond socid project competitions, development of plans for socid
project work in the regions; logigticd and financia support provided to school socid projects by
authorities, public organizations local communities and business circles, and increased public
attention to students' socid activities.
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For example, around table devoted to results of the oblast action | am a Citizen of Russia was
held in Vologda on April 26, 2005. There were 37 participants, including: chair of the Oblast
Election Commission, L.I. Antonova; chair of the oblast branch of the Russan Children's
Foundation, M.l. Kukushking; deputy head of the VVologda Oblast Education Department, V.A.
Karionov; rector of the Ingtitute for Advanced Education of Teachers, V.V. Sudakov; chair of the
Oblast Trade Union of Teachers, O.A. Dimoni; chair of the Vologda Oblast Public Chamber,
A.F. Ushakov; aswdll as college and university professors, teachers, government officids,
journdigts, and business people. All speakers noted the significance of community-targeted
socid project work at schools for development of civil society, praised the role of Democratic
Values Through Civic Education program in development of civic education and upbringing in
the Vologda oblast, and pledged their support of socid projects in the region. The round table
participants resolved to send a letter to VVologda oblast Governor, V.E. Pozgdev, asking for his
support of socia project work and of the action | am a Citizen of Russia in Vologda oblast, and
for gppointment of representatives of the Oblast Administration to the regiona organizing
committee of the action.

In Sakhalin oblast, Project Citizen participants met with a deputy of the Poronai Didrict
Assembly, Ten Ber Ku, who followed up by sending aletter to his fellow deputies requesting
their support of student’s socid project work. Hewrote: “Preparation of projects requires from
teenagers an ability to plan and prepare budgets. They have to be able to set agod and tasks,
and to solve problems. Identifying an issue and proposing solutions teaches them to think
congtructively. Presentation of projects develops their logica thinking and ability to react and
adjust. During practical project work, teenagers learn to use finances and resources rationdly
and acquire experience of communication with various socid drata (like government or
business). Implementation of projects strengthens teenagers positive congtructive thinking,
respongbility and sdif-rdiance. While engaging in socidly significant work, they acquire a
fdling of sdf-worth and faith in positive socid changes. They develop a sense of citizenship
which evolvesinto patriotism. | believe that socia project work is the most effective and up-to-
date tool for raising active citizens”

A series of meetings with representatives of the municipa government and public organizations
of the Poronal digtrict, Sakhdin oblagt, resulted in active participation of Digtrict Assembly
deputiesin preparation to and conducting of a district competition of school socid projects
(deputies V.A. Ten and L.M. Chernovaworked in the jury). In addition, the Union of
Entrepreneurs provided prizes for winners, and its members dso participated in the jury.

Mass media cover age of project activities

The projects prepared and implemented by school studentsin 12 Russian regions received wide
public attention and mass mediaiinterest. During the second quarter of the year 2005, the work
of participantsin the program Democratic Values Through Civic Education was covered in 50
newspaper articles, 15 TV and radio programs with the potential audience of over 7 million
people. All of the features acknowledged the importance and ussfulness of involving the young
generation in resolution of loca community issues, and the work of project participants received
high evduation from journdigs:
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“Socid projects give school students an opportunity to compare generd knowledge received
inthe dlassoom to red life... Applications of socid projects are not limited in time or
location” (Express #12, 2005).

The newspaper Volgogradskaya Pravda described cooperation between authorities and
studentsinvolved in Project Citizen asfollows. “ Such interactions between school sudents
and high-ranking officidsis il very rear, even though it is highly important to the officids
themsalves, not to mention young citizens... And it is good to see some of them dready
respongbly participating in resolution of common problems’ (Volgogradskaya Pravda #29,
2005).

Elistinskaya Panorama published an article on the regional competition of socid projects
which said: “The competition showed the youth's interest in a number of problems
concerning their schooal, city and digtrict. Students today are not only cgpable of identifying
aproblem, but aso of successfully negotiating its resolution with government of different
levels”

The newspaper Probuzhdenye (Tomsk) characterized participantsin school socia projects as
follows. “They represent a new generation of Russians which will not have to paingtakingly
adjust to market relations and to new rules of the game in order to achieve their life gods.
They learn to handle new opportunities while showing us, adults, how to reach one€ sgodsin
the current conditions (Probuzhdenye #6, 2005).

Video materials development

Samara Center has developed a new 30-min video that tells about best practices in Project
Citizen. That video coversthe history of PC from the very beginning until last year, and is
accompanied by a PC manual. Thisvideo will become a powerful teaching tool for teachers and
gudents. It' sfirgt showing and initid digtribution wasto al of the guests and participants at the
fifth nationa showcase.

Fifth national showcase for | am a Citizen of Russa

All participating regions took part in the fifth nationad showcase for | am a Citizen of Russia that
was held in the youth camp Kirovets near Voronezh. Project Citizen projects selected for the
showcase were of very high level of quality which is shown by the fact that out of 20 teams
selected for the showcase, 8 were from the regions participating in Democratic Values Through
Civic Education program while the total number of regions that had their projects evaluated for
participation in the showcase was 64. Of 6 best projects in the showcase, 4 were prepared in
regions participating in Democratic Values Through Civic Education. About 170 people
including about 100 students took part in the show case.

Over 1,500 school teams from 64 regions of the Russian Federation presented their projects for
evauation. The nationd jury received 167 projects of which 20 best projects were selected for
the showcase, which was held on June 23 — July 2, 2005, in Voronezh.

Regiona coordinators of Democratic Values Through Civic Education program were invited to
the 5™ national showcase. Thus, they received a unique opportunity to see the best projects
prepared in various regions and to witness the showcase, as well as to meet teachers who
coordinated the work on the best projects. During meetings, representatives of the Samara
Regiond Center for Civic Education spoke about the main tendencies in development of socidl

CCE Russia Quarterly Programmatic Report
April-June 2005



project work in Russian schools, gave a detailed review of the criteriaused for sdection of teams
for participation in the nationa showcase, and presented new printed and video materials on

socid projects. Regiona coordinators of Democratic Values Through Civic Education program
discussed implementation of the program in their regions, shared their experience of cooperation
with loca governments, public organizations and mass mediafor promotion of the program, and
reviewed problems that arose during implementation of the program and proposed solutions.
Teachers, coordinators of school projects selected for the showcase, shared their experience of
their work with students on Project Citizen, in particular, the factors that contributed to their
projects success.

The exchange between specidigts of the Samara Regionad Center for Civic Education, regiond
coordinators of Democratic Values Through Civic Education program, and teachers working on
specific projects with their students was conducive to professona enrichment of al involved.

A press conference entitled Tendencies and Prospects of National Showcases “ | am a Citizen of
Russia’” was given on June 28, 2005. Participants in the press conference were: deputy head of
the Y outh Department of the Federal Education Agency, deputy chair of the showcase's
organizing committee, 1.I. Menichenko; deputy head of the Department for State Y outh Policy,
Upbringing and Socid Protection of the Russan Ministry of Education and Science, V.A.

Berezing; chief specidist of the Upbringing and Sports Department of the Federa Education
Agency’s Y outh Department, executive secretary of the showcase, 1.V. Kalish; deputy chief

editor of Utchitelskaya Gazeta (Teachers' Newspaper), |.G. Dimova Civitas@Russa director,
E.M. Belyakov; head of the Samara Regiona Center for Civic Education, V.P. Pakhomov, Chris
Brown, Director, Office of Democratic initiatives, two USAID interns; and regiona coordinators
of the program Democratic Values Through Civic Education, teachers who coordinated school
teams participating in the national showcase, aswell asjourndists of nationa and regiond

media

I.I. Melnichenko spoke of federal ear-marked programs for civic education and upbringing; V.A.
Berezina covered principa tendenciesin federd civic education and upbringing policy; 1.V.
Kalish talked about organizationd issues and the future of | am a Citizen of Russia; V.P.
Pakhomov spoke about ways of introducing socid project work to schools; I.G. Dimova
informed the audience of the showcase coverage in Utchitel skaya Gazeta and its supplement,
Grazhdanovedenie (Civic Education) and gave a number of recommendations on interaction
between regiona coordinators of Democratic Values Through Civic Education, teachers
invalved in project work with students, and the mass media; E.M. Belyakov briefed participants
on the work of Civitas@Russia Foundation as well as on programsin civic education and
upbringing that the Foundation supports. Journalists and teachers asked questions regarding the
prospects for the nationa showcase | am a Citizen of Russia, and issues related to civic education
and upbringing in the Russan Federation.

On June 25, amonument to \Voronezh victims of 20" century wars was opened in a ceremony at
the children’s camp Kirovets. The ceremony was attended by representatives of the Voronezh
Oblast Adminidtration, veterans, and participants in the showcase of | am a Citizen of Russia.
The event was of particular Sgnificance for many showcase participants as many of this years
project were devoted to the memory those who brought about the victory in World War 11.
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On June 25 and 26 socid projects selected for participation in the showcase were presented.
They were evauated by three independent juries. Thefirgt of those wasthe officid jury which
included members of the showcase s organizing committee: chief specidigt of the Upbringing

and Sports Department of the Federal Education Agency’s Y outh Department, executive
secretary of the showcase, 1.V. Kdish; head of the Samara Regiond center for Civic Education,
V.P. Pakhomov; Civitas@Russia director, E.M. Belyakov; deputy chief editor of Utchitelskaya
Gazeta (Teachers Newspaper), |.G. Dimova; firg vice president of the Inter-Regiond
Association For Civic Education, head of the Comparative Pedagogics Department of the
Russian Academy of Education, N.M. Voskresenskaya; deputy head of the Y outh Department of
the Federd Education Agency, deputy chair of the showcase' s organizing committee, 1.1.
Méenichenko; and deputy head of the Department for State Y outh Policy, Upbringing and Socid
Protection of the Russian Ministry of Education and Science, deputy chair of the showcase's
organizing committee, V.A. Berezina.  The second jury included regiona coordinators of the
program Democratic Values Through Civic Education, and the third jury was composed of
school students from participating teams.

The offiad jury of the fifth national showcase for | am a Citizen of Russia selected the Sx best
projects across al areas of school project work, and in each of them participants managed not
only to attract public and government’ s attention to problems in question, but made local
governments change or adopt policies to solve the existing problems. They aso volunteered their
time and effort to practicdly fully implement their problem solution plan. The Six best projects
were:
The Light Of Motherland’ s Birch-Trees was prepared by pupils of the Socid Rehabilitation
Center for the Y oung “Rostok”, Ivanovo oblast. Project participants made a*“live
monument” of a birch-tree dley to commemorate veterans of World War 11 from Gavriilov
Posad. Students a so collected materia's about the veterans' participation in combat and
updated the ligt of veteransliving in their town.
Members of the Penza school #63 team, who devel oped the project The Right to Joy,
successfully lobbied a resolution on providing transportation for children with disgbilities
and helped organize hyppotherapy (therapeutic horseback riding), aswell asassisted in
building exercise equipment that helps children with disabilities develop fine motor skills.
The project School Students Protect the Nature by the team of Porosino school, Tomsk
oblast, was directed at preservation of a cedar forest and resulted in its being awarded the
datus of anatura preserve and in issuance of aloca government’ s resolution forbidding
condgruction within its limits
Memoaridizing prisoners of a concentration camp which was located in the Kantemirovsky
digtrict, Voronezh oblast, during Nazi occupation, was undertaken in the project
Descendants Memory prepared by students of the Kantemirovsky Lyceum.
The team of the project Watch Out for Cars! from the Erudit Lyceum of Rubtsovsk, Alta
kray, managed to have traffic lanes marked and road signs ingtaled around the lyceum,
which resulted in a decreased number of accidents and in improvement of traffic safety.
Students of the Pisarevo secondary school, who worked on the project Clean Bus Sop isthe
Face of Our Village, campaigned in the village for a cleaner environment, and in negotiations
with locd authorities were able to make them repair and renovate a bus stop in their
community. They participated in that work as volunteers and now keep that bus stop clean.
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On June 29 and 30, participants in the showcase were working on nation-wide mega- projects,
i.e, projects around problems concerning, in effect, every local community in Russa. Children
from various regions were teamed together into two groups which designed two nation-wide
mega-projects that were presented to participants and guests on July 1.

The project Wild Undergrowth, which was prepared by students from the Chuvashia, Altay, and
Kamykiarepublics, Altay kray, and Voronezh, Samara, Bryansk, Moscow and Rostov oblasts,
was devoted to the extremely urgent topic of street children. Members of the mega- project team
conducted a sociologica survey on the topic among project participants, children’s camp staff
and teachers, studied laws on that issue, andyzed mass mediamaterids (Argumenty | Facty,
Rossiskaya Gazeta, Utchitel skaya Gazeta, and Komsomolskaya Pravda), and interviewed
specidigts (deputy head of the Department for State Y outh Policy, Upbringing and Socid
Protection of the Russan Minigtry of Education and Science, V.A. Berezing, deputy head of the
Y outh Department of the Federd Education Agency, |.1. Mdnichenko; head of the Famiily,
Mother and Child Department of the Voronezh Administration’s Socid Committee, L.A.

Rukina; member of the Voronezh oblast Public Chamber, A.N. Kovalev; director of the Center
for Civic and Patriotic Upbringing of the VVoronezh oblast, G.N. Rodyakova; and
Komsomolskaya Pravda correspondent in Voronezh oblast, A.l. Marochkin. Project participants
proposed the following measures that could help solve the problem of street children for
implementation &t the federd and regiond, and within the education system.

At the federd levd:
To propose that the Russian government ban demondtrations of violencein TV shows
and movies.
To send aletter to President Putin suggesting an encouragement of the government’s
efforts directed a improvement of living conditionsin Russa.

At the regional levd:
- To provide comprehensive support to developing youth movements and organizations.
To dlocate 10% of ar time on regiond TV and radio stations to programs on civic,
patriotic and social topics.
To create “socia commercias.”
To lobby local governments for provison of free medls a schools.
To return to the practice of “adoption” of educationd indtitutions by enterprises and
companies.
To egtablish hot-lines for psychologica assstance in the regions.

Within the general education system:
To improve psychologica support systems for the children.
To resume teaching courses in ethics and family psychology.
To research family higtory through My Ancestors program.

Within the extra-curricular education system:
To develop individua mentoring as part of the volunteer movemert.
To conduct an annud campaign Children Help Children.
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Project participants wrote an address to President Putin and State Duma deputies asking
to boost legidative work in the area of family and children.

The project What Does a Train Leave Behind? was designed by students from the cities of
Moscow and Saint Petersburg, and from Vladimir, Volgograd, Chelyabinsk, Ivanovo, Penza,
Tomsk, and Sakhdin oblasts. The purpose of the project was to attract attention of the Railway
Ministry, the Russian Railroads company, regiona governments, and generd public to the
problem of ecology in the territories surrounding Russian raillways. Participants performed a
sociologica survey, analyzed the Situation and identified sources of railroad-related pollution:
ecological catastrophes, natura factors, and — mogt significantly — unauthorized waste dumping
by inhabitants of neighboring settlements, passengers and train attendants.

Project participants studied documents and andlyzed materids published in the mass media
(Argumenty | Facty, Rossiiskaya Gazeta, Komsomolskaya Pravda, Gudok, and Vpered) and on
the web stes of the Railway Ministry and the company Russian Railroads.

In order to get an understanding of the ecologica Stuation around railroads, the project team met
with the experts: head of the Land Resources and Waste Department of the VVoronezh Oblast
Federd Servicefor Ecologica, Technologica and Atomic Surveillance, N.V. Kavering; head of
the Voronezh Adminigtration for Loca Transportation of the Southeastern Railroad, V.V.
Nikolichuk; assstant to VVoronezh City Dumadeputy, P.S. Nifontov; chair of the Education
Committee of the Voronezh Oblast Public Chamber, O.A. Karmavtseva; head of the Voronezh
Adminigtration Press Service, D.N. Pimonov; and Komsomol skaya Pravda correspondent in
Voronezh, A.l. Marochkin.

The project team members went to the V oronezh railroad station where they met with the officer
in charge, V.A. Yachmenev. They dso conducted a telephone interview with head of the Nature
Preservation Department of the Southeastern Railroad Adminigtration, A.K. Mazinin.
The project resulted in the following:
Preparation of an address to the Adminigtration of the Russan Railroads company.
Development of a notice for passengers as an attachment to tickets.
Drafting ascript for aradio show Travel Notes.
A competition of socid advertisement idess.
An aticle for the mass media addressng Russian citizens and officids of variouslevels
“Dear Russan citizend The ecology of areas around railroads completely depends on each
of us. Think about the future of your country. Do not dispose of waste near railroads. Dear
officidsof dl leved Itisinyour power to provide places around railroads with enough
container spaces and to prevent formation of unauthorized dumps. Remember that railroads
are the face of Russa”

The work on the nation-wide mega- projects helped children of different ethnic backgrounds
become closer and redlize not just the common nature of problems facing locd communities
across Russia, but dso the significance of civic unity for promotion of democratic vaues.
Results of the fifth nationa showcase for | am a Citizen of Russia clearly demongtrate the
interest in socid project work of teachers and students from al over the country, and their
sncere desire to contribute to resolution of urgent socia problems.
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Survey of Regional Coordinators
Regiond coordinators were surveyed by MAGI Services, an independent eva uation team, and
the resulting report was especidly encouraging regarding the progress and impact of the project.
Thefull resultsare avalable in Appendix 1, but the data collected from the survey suggest that
nearly dl of the regions (83-91%) are indicating progress to amoderate or great extent in key
areas such as.
Increased family and community member involvement in student activities
Garnering positive publicity for Project Citizen activities
Greater understanding/support of civic responghilities and participation on the part of the
community
Increased sharing of best practices for civic education teaching amongst teechers
Increased use of active teaching methods on the part of teachers involved in the program
Gresater understanding and expression of different views and perspectives on the part of
students
The development and implementation of proactive strategies to address public policy
concerns on the part of students
Increased time spent by studentsin service or volunteer activities

Press coverage

Throughout this period, project activities were covered by Utchitel skaya Gazetta (UG) and its
Civic Education Supplement. A tota of 7 double-page spreads and 25 shorter articleswere
published.

Inissue number 14 on April 7, 2005 seven items were publlshed induding:
A double-page spread of the*l am a Citizen of Russia” column. Thiswasahig interview
with Irina Kdish, a chief expert of the Russan Ministry of education and science and
executive secretary of the “l am a Citizen of Russia” event. The interview wastitled “ On the
Way to Responsible and Successful Life” Mrs. Kalish detailed the 4™ event, held last yesr,
and the traditions established in its course. According to her, children established solid
relations with governmenta agencies, new regions and schools were admitted to the project
and the topics became more and more interesting.
The aticle, entitled “ And the Saved World Remembers...” tells about a contest of socid
projectsin the Samararegion, timed to the 60th anniversary of V-day. The topics were dl
related to historica remembrance. Children immediately sought problemsin their community
and ways to solve them. For instance, students of a school in Borsk decided to restore an
obelisk and to improve the space around it. Students of aschool in Troitzk decided to build
an dley of treesto commemorate loca people, killed during WWII.
The Expert Opinion column published |etters on best practices. Nickolai Obdirshikov, a
teacher of civicsfrom Toglitti, tells that students from his school worked on a project, caled
“The Police that Russia Needs.” In the process they expressed several vauable comments,
including a proposd to ingdl ahot line in the Police department, to introduce the basics of
the legd system in high school, and to increase punishment for felonies. The last proposal
was submitted to the State Duma.
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The “Presentation of a Project” column published asmdl article, entitled “AIST Spreadsits
Wings,” disclosing the problem of street teens. This problem is being solved by their peers
who volunteered to cregte a Savation Army

Issue number 16 on April 21, 2005, focused on the South Sakhalin region. Tatiana Vaganova,
the program coordinator for that region, and her coaches discussed the seminars held thisyear in
the region, as well as preparation for the regional contest and the contest itself. Four items were
publlshed incdluding:
The article entitled, “To Think and to Live aNew Way,” discussed aseminar, hddin
Sinegorsk, inwhich its participants studied dl the stages of project development.
The Regiona Contest column published an article, entitled “Find Means a Start,” which
reported on theregiona finas of a contest that was held in the Soth- Sakhainsk region.
There, 18 projects, submitted by 12 regions competed. All the projects were dedicated to
problems that people themselves can solve but which they didn’t envision and take on urtl
the children prompted them to.
The "Remote Placesin Russia, but Not Forgotten” article published |etters on a series of
seminars, hdd in Y uzhno- Sakhalinsk from December of last year when anew program was
launched. Despite dl the difficulties, dimatic and geographica (the region is Stuated on 59
idands, aflu epidemic was registered), the region managed to hold seminars both in its
central area and in the remote places, too.
The “School and Society” column contained an article, titled “Environmenta Bus” It
reported on the project contest which was held this year. The topics included: the
environment on theidand, helping war veterans, studying the history of the country and
school, and improving students' hedth. The contest winners had spent 2 years on developing
their Environmenta Bus project, which saw them traveling around 13 regions on abus and
holding environmental eventsin 15 settlements.

Issue number 18 on May 5, 2005 published 3 articles:
Thefirg, alarge aticle, titled “ A Live Thread, Connecting Generations’ reported on the
projects that were submitted for the finals of the regiond contest. Most of the projects are
covered in great detall. In particular, sudents of Lyceum No 6 developed a project caled
“Child Contribution to Democracy,” which created a children reconciliation service.
The“To Fed Involved” aticle reported on a seminar in Mikhailovka, a new experience for
many teachersthere.
The aticle entitled, “1f Done with an Open Heart” analyzed achievementsin the socid
projects in Astrakhan oblast and told about seminars held this year in the region.

The 20" issue, on May 19, 2005 was dedicated to the 3™ Moscow city contest of social projects,
and contained 2 articles:
One, entitled “Business Qudities Plus Knowledge’® tells about the higtory of the “Quadlity of
Water Means Quadlity of Life” project, developed in school ? 1136.
The second, entitled “Every Year We Are More Successful” gives an andysis of the content
and technology of projects that were submitted for the 3" Moscow city contest.
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|ssue 22, which contained six articles and was published on June 2%, was completely dedicated
to the Tomsk region and included the following articles:
“We Managed to Solve the Problem” told about devel oping and implementing the
“Renaissance of Mother Tongue’ project.
“Helping Nature, We Are Helping Ourselves’ was dedicated to a project which helped to
preserve a unique cedar park
“No One but Us’ told about students at the Molchanovo school who devel oped and
implemented a park project.
“The Heart Is Open to Good” was dedicated to a project that helped sudentsto revive an
interest to loca history in the community and prompted them to improve streets and gardens.
“Let’sKeep the Memory” was about implementing a project to establish a historica complex
in Loskutovo village.

Two articles were included in the 24™ issue published on June 16
A large aticle cdled “Protecting Animasis aCommon Matter” told about students of a
Penza school and their work on that topic, which included cooperation with NGOs and local
agencies.
Another article, entitled “Being an Adult, Socid Activity” discussed how participating
Sudents fed that they are full-fledged ditizens with the responsibilities of an adult.

Fndly, the 26 issue from June 30, 2005 contained 4 articles, including:
“From Words to Business” was about a seminar held in Barnaul for teachers aswell asfor
high school students.
“We Are the Country’s Present and Future,” telling about socid projectsin Tver oblast.
“Living, Being Alive’ was about the large-scale project by Togliatti sudents, who managed
to improve the territory of aformer parking lot.

M anagement

CCE has provided ongoing technica assstance on both programmatic and management issues to
the Civitas Foundation.

Management support provided by Pact this quarter consisted primarily of mentoring and
guidance on effective project reporting — asssting in the development of a more detailed and
results-oriented quarterly report ddlivered at the beginning of the last quarter. The Senior
Program Officer and Finance Officer dso met and communicated with CCE and Civitas gaff to
further refine the plan for Pact’ s technicd assstance trip, and that planning culminated in avisit

by the Senior Program Manager and Finance Officer to Moscow. However, since the mgority of
the support provided took placein Jduly, the bulk of those activitieswill be reported in the next
quarterly report. June activities consisted of observance of the Nationa Showcase by the Senior
Program Manager and severa days of preparatory and design work for the workshop that took
placein duly.
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V. Comparison of Planned vs. Actual Accomplishments

assistance

Activities Planned for This Quarter Timdine Status
Assist in purchasing computers for contractees and regional Apr 2005 Completed
offices

Continue placing materials on and maintain the Apr 2005-Jan 2006 | Underway
WWW.Civitas-russia.ru web-site

Write Project Citizen Students Manual Apr 2005 Underway
Write student textbooks and teachers manuals Apr— Sep 2005 Underway
Publication of Civic Education Supplement for Apr 2005-Jan 2006 | Underway
Utchitelskaya Gazeta

Conduct Project Citizen trainings in selected regions Apr 2005-Jan 2006 Underway
Classroom implementation in selected regions Apr 2005-Jan 2006 gg; gg;ng)(ljﬁtg
Produce training and best practices documentary video on Apr 2005

Project Citizen Completed
Conduct Project Citizen national showcase June 2005 Completed
Russia site visits of CCE and PACT staff for technical June 2005 Completed

Write Project Citizen Students Manual

More time was needed to finish the Students Manua since a consultant working on it was busy
a her main place of work. She plansto finish it within the summer holidays.

Classroom implementation in salected regions

The first series of dlassroom implementation is over. The new serieswill start in the next school

year beginning Sep. 2005
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V. Activities Planned for Next Quarter

Activities Planned for This Quarter

Timeline

Activity A . Conduct school-community meetings in participating regions

Aug. 2005 - Jan. 2006

Activity B Continue placing materials on and maintain the www.civitas-
russia.ru web-site

Apr. 2005 — Jan. 2006

Activity C. Write and edit Project Citizen Students Manual

Apr. 2005

Activity D. Write student textbooks and teachers manuals

Apr. — Sep. 2005

Activity E Publication of Civic Education Supplement for Utchitelskaya
Gazeta

Apr. 2005 — Jan. 2006

Activity F Conduct Project Citizen trainings in selected regions

Apr. 2005 — Jan. 2006

Activity G Classroom implementation in selected regions

Apr. 2005 — Jan. 2006

Activity H Civitas staff and associates travel to the U.S. for planning

. Apr. 2005
meeting

Activity I Conduct community service curriculum development and
training seminar for higher education and teachers training institutes | Aug. 2005
professors

VI. Success Stories/Lessons Learned

Influencing and changing local policies

Probably, the most notable success of this quarter was that during the National Showcase school
Students were able to demonstrate not only their learning, andyticd, planning abilities, not only
genuine interest in community life and volunteer participation in community improvement work
but dso their ahility to influence and change locd policies.

Tweve-year old sudents of Pisarevka, Bryansk Oblast were able to call and conduct ameeting
of 600 inhabitants of their village to get their gpprova of students plan to clean up their village
garting with atota repair and renovation of the bus stop. They have contacted local authorities
who were in charge of road repairs and with the petition from them and their 600 neighbors they
were able to achieve their god, providing their volunteer help and keegping anew bus stop clean
and free of vanddism

Students from Penza were able to convince aloca Y outh Center to start “hyppotherapy” club for
disabled children (snce horse riding helps children with cerebrd paralyses). They were able to
get funding for that from loca authorities, but they didn’t stop at that point. They went to the

locd government to introduce a new bus route that would bring disabled children directly to the
Y outh Center.

Students from Porosino, Tomsk Oblast were able to protect their local park from construction of
garages by going to the loca government with detailed reasoning that included public opinion
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polls done by students on why that park should be protected. They were able to get a satus of a
“sacured territory” for that cedar park.

Changing attitudes

Almog every project brings astory of a successful interaction between school students, local
communitiesand local government. Another very important part of the success is change of
vaues and attitudes. And not just among children.

A Penza student, when answering what participation in PC gave to them said that it helped them
to change their atitude to disabled children. They do not fed themsdves separate anymore and
they know theat to provide help is equaly important to getting help. Another dmost Biblica story
coming from Penzais that adriver of the bus who was supposed to drive disabled students
directly to the Y outh Center initidly resisted that because it took longer for him to drive and
because disabled children needed specid treatment which he wasn' t used to providing. But after
he became involved he changed his mind so that without being paid for the additiond effort, he
brought disabled children directly to their homes after their sessons at the Y outh Center were
over.

Participation

Ancther very important thing that sudents learn is that the likelihood of reaching their gods are
much higher and they fedl much greater satisfaction in the results when they volunteer thair time
and effort for the cause.

A group of students from Ivanovo were known as * delinquent youth” among their community.
Three of them were excluded from school. But Project Citizen changed their lives. It proved that
those kids could be responsible and caring young men. They planned to plant an dley of birches
to pay atribute to the WWII veterans who perished on battle fidlds. Not only did they get
goprovd for ther plan and design, aswell asfunding to buy trees, they aso planted over 50 trees
themsealves. Now their community has a commemorative dley.

Governmental support

Three representatives of the Ministry of Education of Russa and the Federd Agency of
Education participated in the National Showcase. The Ministry of Education and the Federa
Agency of Educeation have been partners with Civitas@Russiain Project Citizen for along time
but this was the firg time that the Russian Federa Government was represented by high-leve
offidds. Namely I.I. Menichenko, the Deputy Head of Y outh Department at the Federal
Education Agency, acted as the Deputy Chair of the showcase' s organizing committeg, and V.A.
Berezing, the Deputy Head of the Department of State Y outh Policy, Upbringing and Socid
Protection at the Russan Ministry of Education and Science participated, aswell. Vaentina
Berezina supported the idea of a Russian National Y outh Movement based on Project Citizen. It
was a so very important that both V. Berezina and Igor Mdnichenko noted a genuine spirit of
partnership between Russiaand U.S. that was made possible with the help of USAID.
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